

BUSINESS ETHICS TERM PROJECT


 INSTRUCTIONS:  An in depth managerial analysis of a selected unethical organization.  It is recommended that the student choose a publicly held Fortune 500 company because information will be more readily available.  The company that you choose should demonstrate unethical behavior which effected two or more stakeholders.   Please consult with me regarding your choice of company.  

Below is the rubrics on how you will be graded and the Issues and questions to be addressed in your Term Project

1. What is the mission of the organization (10 Points)
a. Present the organization’s mission statement.
b. Provide a brief history of the organization. 
2. What were the unethical issues this company demonstrated (15 Points)
a. What were the ethical issues?
b. What ethical theories applied?
c. What were the ethical dilemma’s employees might have encountered?
3. Describe the effect the unethical behaviors had on each stakeholder. (15 Points)
a. Identify each stakeholder.
b. Describe the effect the unethical behaviors had on the stakeholders.
4. Organizational Ethics and Corporate Governance (15 Points)
a. What company guidelines were violated.  
b. What was done to fix the problem.
c. Discuss the ethical culture of the organization today.
d. What policies are in effect to prevent similar activities from happening again?
5. The Role of Government (10 Points)
a. Discuss the role of government.  
b. If government was not involved, what changes were made inside the organization?
c. What laws were violated?
6. Corporate Social Responsibility (10 Points)
a. Discuss the organization’s commitment to sustainability
b. Identify one initiative that the company has undertaken to demonstrate its responsibility to the environment
7. Ethics in Technology and Globalization (10 points)
a. Explain the impact technology had on the unethical behavior.
b. Explain the impact globalization had on the unethical behavior.
c. What do you believe caused the unethical behavior?
8.  Final thoughts (5 Points)
a. What would you have done differently?
b. Would you be interested in working at this organization?  Why or why not?
9. Presentation (10 Points)


RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES:

1. Monroe College databases
2. Company websites
3. Internet search
4. Google Scholar
5. Employee interviews

LENGTH: 	

Minimum of five double spaced pages for the body of the report.  You should also have a cover page and a reference list, (these two pages do not count toward the five).   Reports submitted with less than 5 fully typed pages will incur the deductions posted below.

FORMAT OF REPORT:

APA style, with in text citations and a fully documented reference page.  Double spaced, one inch margins, 12-point font.  

SUBMISSION:   Upload your final project to Blackboard Safe Assign in the Term Project Folder.    Your Similarity Ration should be below 25%.  All similarity ratio’s above 25% will incur the deductions posted below.


PRESENTATION:  Your class presentation should be approximately 10 minutes.  You should be prepared to discuss your topic and answer relevant questions.  You may not read your report.  Your presentation should discuss key points of the Term Project Outline.  

Suggested topics:  De Beer, Volkswagen, Wells Fargo, Facebook, Google, Amazon, Vioxx, Designer  Babies, Union Carbide Disaster/Bhopal India, VeriChip/Computer chips for humans, Enron, World Com, ImClone, Crabtree Ford, Global Crossing/Qwest, CEO Perks, Aldephia, Martha Stewart, Arthur Anderson, Citi Group, Merrill Lynch, Tyco, AOL/Time Warner, Monsanto –genetically modified foods,  Nike, animal testing, the Love Canal, BP’s or Exxon’s oil spill, Wal-Mart, Hale House, Stem Cell Research, GE dumping, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd dumping,  Firestone, Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, Bernard Madoff,  Microsoft, and Trafigura.  You are not limited to these topics.  All topics must be approved prior to starting your assignment.

Suggested Sources:  Fortune.com, CNN.com, Forbes.com, NYTIMES.Com, WJS.com, engines searches such as Google.com, AskJeeves.com or Yahoo.com you can also use books, newspapers and magazines articles.  You need a minimum of 3 resources.   http://listverse.com/2011/09/13/top-10-unethical-business-actions/



Additional Deductions

The body of the Term Project must be 5 complete typed pages.  The cover page, reference list, charts, tables, list and pictures do not count towards the 5 typed pages.

1. Points will be deducted if you submit less than 5 full type pages for the body contents.  15 points will be deducted for each page not submitted.
2. 20 points deducted for papers handed in after due date.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Points will be deducted for incorrect spelling and grammar (use Microsoft Word or obtain assistance at the library to correct spelling and grammar).
4. Points will be deducted for Similar ratios above 25; see chart below

Similarity Ratios 		Additional Points Deducted
Between                                From Term Project Grade
26-35				       10 points
36-45				        20 points
46-55			                    30 points
56-65				        50 points
66- 69     		      	        60 points
Above 70			        70 points
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